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STORMS AND WEATHER WARNINGS 

WASHINGTON FORECAST DISTRICT 

The tropical cyclone that passed over the Florida 
Peninsula during the night of November 30-December 1 
originated over the northwestern Caribbean Sea and 
was central a short distance east or southeast of Swan 
Island at 8 a. m., November 29. It was of slight inten- 
sity at  this time, but increased rn idly in intensity 

. nt Key h e s t ,  Fla., had fallen to 29.62 inches and the 
wind had shifted to southwest. The S. S. El Zslfo? which 
was some distance. northwest of Key West in latitude 
25’ 18’ N. and longitude S4’ 0’ W., reported a barometer 
readinu of 29.GO inches and wind force 10 (whole galc) 
from tKe northwest. 

During the nioht of November 30 the center of thr 
storm passed infand south of Tampa. At Tampa t,he 
barometer fell to 29.50 inches and t,he wind reached a 
masimum velocity of 53 niiles from t,he northenst about, 
1 a. m. of December 1. Ab S a. m. of Decenihcr 1 the 
storm was centered n short distance east of Titusrille. 
and t,he ressure a t  the center was somewhat unclcr 
29.50 inc os. Jacksonville reported a masimum wind 
velocitv of 48 miles from the north. Vessel reports from 
near the center a t  noon showed that the storm had 
attained hurricane intensity. The S. S. R. W. S t w a r t  
in latitude 29’ 40’ N., and longitude 79’ 10’ W., re orted 
a barometer reading of 29.30 inches, with a who P e gale 
blowing from the nort,heast, accompnnied by nioiin- 
tainous seas. The S. S. Et Estero, less than 100 niiles to 
the south-southwest, reported a barometer reading of 
29.34 inches and a wind force of 13 (hurricane‘) from thn 
west. No S p. ni. vessel reports were receiwc! from the 
vicinity of the hurricane center, which was apparently 
about 150 miles due east of Savannah, Ga.? a t  that time. 
The wind had increased t.0 42 miles a.n hour at  both 
Savannah and Charleston, but it. was only 24 miles an 
hour at Hatteras. Northeast storm warnings had been 
ordered displa ed from Punta Gordn to Jacksonville, Fla. , 
Jacksonville to Boston, Mass., at  9:30 a. m. of December 
1. It was stated in the hoist messages of the 1st tha.t 
the storm would increase in intensity and likely becomc 
severe. At 9:30 p. m. of the lst, whole-Wale warnin s 
were ordered displayed from Beaufort, 8. C., to t i e  f 
Virginia Capes, and northeast storm warnings were 
extended north of Boston to Eastport, Me. 

At 8 a. m. of the 2d the hurricane was central about 
100 miles south-southeast of Wilmington, N. C., the 
U. S. S. Patoka reporting a barometer reading of 25.90 
inches with wind force 9 (strong gale) from the east. 
The storm center passed inland between Wilmington 
and Cape Hatteras at  about 6 p .  m., and out to sea 
again a short distance south of .ape Henry during the 
night. The northeastward progress of t,he storm was 
slowed up and it was deflected toward the east by a 
strong area of high ressure that had remained almost 

Provinces. The storm lost considerable of 
eastward, its center 

crossing the but several hundred 
miles to  the north of that island, during the afternoon or 
ni ht  of the 4th. 

%he subsequent movement of this storm eastward 
over the ocean was shown by the recei t of wireless 
reports from the S. S. Aniericnn Legion t E e morning of 
the 5th and from the S. S. PoZybius the evening of the 

after passing throu h the Tucatan C R annel during the 
followino night,, an f by 8 p. m. of the 30th t,he barometer 

during the a ? ternoon of November 30 and north of 

stationary for severa P days over the Canadian Maritime 

same day. These observations were valuable for the 
pur ose of tracing the movement of this storm, especial1 

wireless reports are seldom received. Falling pressure 
and increasing northeast winds a.t Horta, Azores, during 
the night of December 7-5 indicated the approach of 
the storm, and its center passed close to Horta at  4 a. m. 
of the 9th, wit.h n barometer readinz of 29.32 inches and a 
masimum wind velocity of 40 miles an hour from the 
northeast. After passing to the northeast of the Azores, 
this storm apparently merged d l i  another disturbance 
of wide est.ent over the North Atlantic. 

A very coniplete report on the damage caused by this 
st.orm as it passed over the Florida Peninsula has been 

The 
Ftrllowing are est,ract.s from this report: 
As a result of the southwest-northeast movement of the storm 

over the peninsula most, of t,he sect,ion east of the Suwannee River 
felt its force Bo some est.ent., chiefly, however, over the peninsula, 
where trees were uprooted and telephone and telegraph wires 
were prosFatec1. Fruit was blown from the trees and much was 
“thorned ; lomlai?ds mere flooded; and, incidentally, much truck 
was lost. Btructurcs in process of completion suffered consider- 
ably; dredges were sunk aiid many small boats were damaged or 
sunk at anchor. A s  n result of the phenomenally high tides and 
seas damnge to beaches and beach property from the mouth of the 
Bt. Johns southward was very great-nly in millions can the 
computat,ion be made. In  some cases the inroads of the sea 
esceeded 100 feet. Pavilions, small cottages, and even preten- 
tious structures mere undermined , and hotels, whose safety hitherto 
had never been questioned, mere in imminent danger. The 
extent of the damage from this source is indicated bv the fact that 
81,000,000 will bc required to replace the Jacksonvhle beaches as 
they were formerly. There have been higher winds on the coast, 
and the esplanation of the great damage to the Atlantic beaches 
and beach property is found in the persistence of, and the relatively 
high, northeast winds, which began at Jacksonville about noon of 
the 2Sth and continued urit,il 1 a. m., December 1. The maximum 
velocity at Jacksonville was 52 miles an hour, setting in with 25 
miles on the 2Sth, 35 miles on the 29th, 34 miles on the 30th, and 
52 niiles on December 1. The velocities were considerably higher 
nn the coast, from which Jacksonville is distant 17 miles. 

Enumeration of marine and other losses is necessarily incom- 
plete, but they were quite severe, due, largely, to the fact that 
shipping throws caution t.0 the winds, as it were, after the last of 
October, resting under the Utopian belief that the end of that 
month marks the close of tropical cyclone activity in these lati- 
tudes. Aside from the physical losses there was the more melan- 
choly one-loss of life. 

Damage to truck.-This was severe, on account of heavy rain, 
in the southeast the damage being centered chiefly in the Miami 
district; losses were not heavy in the Everglades, where the rainfall 
was much less. Truck suffered severely, also, along the track of 
the storm as it moved northeastward over the peninsula. 

Damage to fruit.-The Citrus Eschange estimated the loss at 
300,000 boses, which, at 82 per box, evidences a formidable sum. 

There were very many other losses that can not be enumerated, 
hut in the aggregate they show that the storm approximated the 
usual disturbance of that character in paralyzing business and 
damaging marine interests. 

The losses of shipping were quite severe, as follows: The Ameri- 
can schooner Arcadia was sunk; crew of 7 lost. The tug Gwalia, 
towing lumber barge from Mobile, went down. The crew waa 
adrift on the barge; not known if rescued. The American schooner, 
William Russell sank off Fort Lauderdale; crew rescued. The 
American 5. S. C ~ t o p n ~ i ,  Charleston to Cuba, crew of 30, was lost 
off the southeast coast. 4 L’runi-riinner’J from Nassau was lost 
off Daytona Beach; crew of 6 was lost with 2,000 cases of liquor. 
The pleasure yacht Miramar, New York to Miami, was caught in 
the storm between Charleston and Savannah, December 1; i t  went 
down with the crew of 13. 

The hurricane described above was only the third 
tropicnl storm of known hurricane intensity that de- 
veloml after November l in the North Atlantic Ocean 
(incfuding the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico) 
since 1886. The fii.st was that of November 17-29, 
1888, whic.li caused very severe damage to shipping from 
Cape Hatteras to Eastport, Me., and the second was 
the hurricane that devastated the western part of the 

$ as t K ese vessels were in a part of the oc8an from whic 

repared by the seckion director a t  Jacksonville. 
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island of Jamaica during November 17-18, 1912. The 
last one is the latest hurricane of record in the North 
Atlantic during any year since more or less complete 
vessel reports became available in 1886. Its center 
passed the Virginia. capes early on December 3, which is 
lust a week later in the year than the hurricane of 
November, 1888, its center passing east of the Virginia 
capes on November 26. The last named was more severe, 
however, as it moved northeastward off the coast, and it 
caused great damage. The December, 1925, hurricane 
did not cause any great a.niount of damage, escept over 
the Florida Pe.ninsula; and, furt.hermore, it  decre,cse.d in 
intensity after reaching the Nort,li Carolina coast.. The 
highest wind velocity reported from any land station 
WRS 64 miles an hour from the nort:lienst at  Atlantic 
City, N. J. Cape Henry, Va.., and Block Island, R. I., 
reported 60 miles an hour from t,he same direction. 

were issued for portions of the d t -  

and 27th, and they were verified, as a rule. Velocit.ies 
in excess of 50 miles an hour were reported from at 
least one station in connection with four of the storms 
for which warnings were issued. 

Small-craft warnings were issued for limited sections 
of the Atlantic or east Gulf coasts on the 5th, 13th, 19th, 
21st, and 2Sth. Warnings of northers were sent t>o the 
chief h drographer, Cristobal, Panama Canal Zone, on 
the 32rfand 28th. 

No cold-wave wa.rnings were issued until the 83d. 
when they were ordered for South Carolina, Georgia, 
extreme eastern Tennessee, extreme western North Caro- 
lina, and extreme northern Florida. The severe cold 
spell of the last week of t,he month came on rather 
gradually over parts of the Washington dist,rict, but cold- 
wave warnings were issued the evening of the 26th for 
Mississippi, Alabama, western Tennessee. a.nd est,renie 
northwestern Florida. The temperature fcll to 2' t1.t 
Anniston, Ala., 1s' at. Mobile, Ala., and Pensncola, 
Fla., 12' at  Macon, Ga., and 34' at Ja.cksonville, Fh. 
At Tampa, Fla., the lowest was 34'. 

Frost warnings were issued for portions of the estreme 
south on 16 dates during t,he month. On 5 dates warn- 
ings were issued for centrd Florida, the most im ortant 
of which were those of tlie 35d a,nd 23d.-0. L. L&itcfi.dl. 

Storm warnin 
lantic coast on t r e 5th, Sth, 9th, 12th, 19th, 23d, 25th, 

CHICAGO FORECAST DISTRICT 

Storm warnings.-Three disturbances that attained 
storm force more or less gcnerally on the Great Lakes 
occurred before the closing of trhe storni warning season 
on the 15th. 

On the morning of the 3d a trough of low pressure 
covered the Great Plains, with the principal center over 
southeastern Kansas, and a secondary over northwestern 
Minnesota. The whole tlisturbance advanced slowly 
eastward for about 84 hours, following which it re- 
curved and began to move slowly north-nort,heastward. 
After the center reached Lake Michigan the intensity 
began to diminish. Upon reaching Lake Superior t,he 
direction of movement again changed, and an east- 
northeastward path was taken. General and timely storm 
warnings were issued for this storm, and in most cases 
either verifying or near verifying velocities were attained 
at the regular stations on the Lakes. 

On the 8th rather general storm warnings were again 
issued in connection with a dist,urbance that had ad- 
vanced rapidly from the northmrest, and with a marked 
increase in energy as it reached Lake Superior. The 
storm continued its rapid progress, reaching the mouth 

of the St. Lawrence River on the mornino of the 19th 
with a still further increase in intensity. ?In the Great, 
Lakes winds were almost generally of storm force in con- 
nection with this disturbance. At Buffalo, N. y., 66 
miles was attained. 

The third and final disturbance of tlie storm warning 
season prevailed from the 11th to the 14th, inclusive. 
This storm also advanced to the Great Lakes from the 
northwest,, reaching Lake Superior on the night of the 
10th-11 t.h. Thereupon, the storm divided, one portion 
moving ra idly eastward and the other following in its 

nection were quite general in their scope and were fully 
justified, verifying velocities occurring a t  most stations. 
At Buffalo, N. l., a maximum velocity of 70 miles an 
hour was reached. 

After the close of the regular storm warning season 
each year advisory warnings are issued for Lake Michigan 
whenever the conditions seem to justify. Three warn- 
inas of this characker were issued for the current month. 
TRe warning of the 33d was followed by storm winds and 
moderate gales on the southern portion of the Lake, but 
in the other two instances the wind fell short of storm 
stren th. 

Cob wwws.-A few local cold waves occurred from time 
to time during the month, but there was no widespread 
cold wave until the last week when a marked change to 
colder weather was experienced generally. Cold waves 
occurred a t  this t.ime in most of the southern and western 
portions of the district. The low temperatures were 
unusually persistent, and it was not until the last da of 
the month t4hat normal temperatures were again reac TI ed 
in most sections. The attendant hi h-pressure area was 

region east of Alaska. At Miles City, Mont., the re- 
duced barometer on the morning of the 27th was 31.22 
inches. 

The only cold wave warnings issued during the month 
were those on the 8th for northern Minnesota, and on 
the 26th and 27t.h for Wyomin and most of Montana. 

were disseminated on the 19th for Nebraska and western 
Bmsas. The ensuing conditions were as forecast. 

C'hange i n  forecust d,istrict.-The States of Montana 
und Wyoming m r e  transferred from the Chicago to the 
Denver forecast district, effective January 1, 1926. On 
and after that date a.11 weather forecasts and warnin for 
these States will be issued from Denver, Colo.-g A. 
Donnel. 

rear a t  a s P ower rate. The warnings issued in this con- 

of great magnitude and appeared to fl ave its origin in the 

Stock wu.rn.inqs.-Warnings B or the benefit of livestock 

NEW ORLEANS FORECAST DISTRICT 

Anticyclonic conditions were dominant in this district 
during the greater art of the month, with average tem- 

dry weather, ewe t for preci itation above normal on 

with small amounts of sleet and snow, fell on the Texas 
coast during the last five days, with tem eratures of 
freezin or lower for a considerable art of t&s period. 

coast on the 3d and on the Louisiana coast and east 
coast of Texas on the 4th, because of an interior dis- 
turbance. While the disturbance was passing eastward 
a wind velocit of 44 miles an hour occurred at Galves- 

warnings were displa ed also on the 13th and 14th on the 

at  S:30 p. ni. of the 14th. These warnings were justified. 

perature considera % ly below normal and comparatively 

the west coast of Ip exas. d co P d rain, mixed occasionally 

Smaf-craft warnings were disp P ayed on the Texas 

ton, Tex., in t TI e early morning of the 4th. Small craft 

Texas coast, being c z anged to northwest storm warnings 


